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This seminar will provide a critical survey of theoretical and 
ethnographic studies of modern humanitarianism, with particular 
emphasis on the relationship between humanitarianism and 
cultural, economic and political orders associated with global 
capitalism. As we proceed to unpack the complex and 
multifaceted character of humanitarianism we will delve into its 
growing influence on governance, and interrogate the 
relationship between humanitarian organizations, principally 
NGOs, and states, multilateral organizations, private 
corporations, and beneficiary populations. We will explore 
through readings, lectures and in- class discussions, critical 
questions raised by anthropologists about democracy, 
development, human rights and social justice as these 
are profoundly affected by the ideologies and practices of 
humanitarianism. 
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